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without Papen's consent, aimed at justifying the police or,
to give them their real name, the National Socialists in
using firearms on any occasion when it was against the
enemies of the Party : and, vice versa, the least offence
against * the Party * was to be requited a thousandfold. The
whole system cannot be more clearly demonstrated than by
the fact, published by the National Socialists themselves,
that between ist February and 5th March 1933, fifty-one
opponents of National Socialism were shot, whilst the
National Socialists with gross exaggeration place the number
of victims among their own ranks at eighteen.
The methods employed in Prussia with unheard-of
brutality and ruthlessness were similarly used in the Reich
by Dr. Frick, Minister of the Interior. On the model of
the police force, the ministries and the middle and lower
positions in the civil service were filled \vith National
Socialists.
It would take too long to recount here all the details of
that troublous time, so distressing to the German people.
We can only include everything which has some immediate
relation to the person of Herr von Papen. For although
he was Vice-Chancellor, all such events as the Reichstag
fire, the dissolution of the parties, the expansion of the S.A.
and the Gestapo, as well as numerous other acts, went on
over his head and were even partly directed against him.
There could be no question of Papen's playing a really
important part as an intermediary in touch with Hinden-
burg. He did, it is true, take part in cabinet discussions,
but the most important decisions were taken by Goering
and Frick without asking the cabinet's advice.
There are no indications that Papen seriously bestirred
himself to counteract this violation of law and unconstitu-
tional behaviour. Only when immediate danger to himself
or Hindenburg threatened to develop did he arouse himself
sufficiently to take counter-action.
When in the middle of February the excesses of the S.A.
in the streets became too violent, Papen and Hugenberg
made representations to Hitler calling upon him to put an